www.bopblues.co.nz

BOP Blues Club Newsletter January 2022
Welcome, Welcome, and Welcome again one and all to the first edition of BOP Blues Club
News for 2022. Still so eagerly awaited by our league of fans from all around the World, (UK,
South Africa, South America, Australia, Asia, The Netherlands, Canada, Chicago, USA, and
Germany) New Zealand, Bay of Plenty and…Otautahi.
*************************
A great “Jam” night was again had at the Rotorua Citizens Club on Wednesday 5th January,
with a good crowd in attendance and we would again like to take this opportunity to thank
all the fantastic musicians, particularly those who travelled from out of town, our Club
Members, our new Club Members, and other live music fans in attendance for making the
night another memorable one.
We had slightly less musicians in attendance for this first Club night of 2022 compared to
other jam nights but those that did perform made the night another pleasurable one and a
good-sized crowd really did enjoy the entertainment on offer.
*************************
We were extremely privileged to have the company on the night of our honorary club
member Sir Robert “Bom” Gillies, the last surviving member of the 28th Māori Battalion,
who was recently awarded a Knighthood in the 2022 New Year’s Honour List.
Congratulations Koro Bom, so very, very well deserved.

*************************
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BOP Blues Club Committee Member Lloyd Akroyd was the first entertainer to take to the
stage singing solo, playing his electric acoustic guitar, and kicked off the night with a superb
rendition of the Stevie Wonder song “Jammin” followed by “Annie” by Johnny Swim which
was sung just beautifully and rounded out his set with a Marc Boussard tune called “The
Beauty of who you are”, again sung beautifully. We really are very blessed to have such
talent available to us at BOP Blues.

*************************
We had our regular local band Theory 89 in attendance again who are fronted by our Club
President Terry Oldham on guitar and vocals, his wife Deb Oldham on bass and vocals with
Carolyn Scherger on drums. The band were joined on stage by talented blues man and
guitar playing singer Phil O and they started their set playing “(You gonna look) Good in
Blues” by Tony Joe White and then into two cracking tracks by The Fabulous Thunderbirds,
the first one being “Rock with Me” (and it did…) and the second being another upbeat tune
called “Twist of the Knife”. Really got the feet tapping and the legs shaking. Terry was in
great form, as was Phil (and the ladies too…) and again we are very blessed to have such
great talent as part of our Club.
Di Riddel on percussion and I (Paul Verney/vocals) were lucky enough to join the band on
stage to perform the George Thorogood version of the 1958 Bo Diddley song “Who do you
Love”. With it’s very primitive drum beat and bass line, Phil’s lead guitar break and Terry’s
awesome slide guitar work, this feet-tapping, hip-swinging song was also very well received
by the appreciative audience.
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*************************
We were privileged indeed to have our very talented local musician friends from The House
Band be with us on the night again. The band were made up this time of the sweet sounds
of Augusta Smith on lead vocals, Ali Morgan on lead guitar, Lloyd Akroyd on bass guitar and
Hirra Morgan on drums.
They played a 3-song set starting with “Keep your hands to yourself” by Georgia Satellites
followed by “Thanks but no thanks” by the late great blues woman Koko Taylor and rounded
it out with “Johnny B. Goode” by the legendary and influential Chuck Berry. A solid set
performed very professionally by all, and again, well received by the audience.
Young local talent Matahiapo Maxwell sang with The House Band also and started her 3song set with “Controller” by kiwi band L.A.B, then into a wonderfully sang rendition of
“Suddenly” by Billy Ocean and finished up with “I Wish” by legendary singer songwriter and
soul man, Stevie Wonder. What an incredible talent this young lady is, and we look forward
to hosting and encouraging her for many a jam night to come.
The House Band finished up their time on the BOP Blues Club stage with a polished version
of the Robert Cray song “Don’t be afraid of the Dark”. Such great musicianship from these
guys that you almost must ask yourself, “Are there any songs these guys don’t know ??”
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*************************
The boys from Where’s Ray?? (Brent, lead guitar, Kevin, Rhythm guitar, Grant, bass
guitar/vocals and Aaron on drums) travelled from Tauranga again to be with us on the night
and performed a very polished 4 song set of tunes beginning with “I hear ya Knockin” by
Dave Edmonds. Their next song “Crazy Mama” by J.J Cale really picked up the pace and got
heads bopping. Grant and Brent both took to the microphones and sang their next song
“Come Together” by The Beatles and rounded out their set with “Hard to Handle” originally
written and performed by the late, great Otis Reading but done in more of a southern USA
rocker, Black Crowes, style. I was then privileged to join the band and sing “Honky Tonk
Woman” by The Rolling Stones before Augusta got up again to finish off the night with the
song “Love me like a Man” by Bonnie Raitt.
Just fabulous stuff by the band again and we really do hope they make the short trip from
Tauranga in the very near future to entertain us all once more.
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*************************
Happy Raffle Winners

*************************
What a totally awesome way to start what will hopefully be another successful year for the
BOP Blues Club at the Rotorua Citizens Club and we do look forward to hosting an array of
multi-talented people again in the months to come.

Membership available from our website www.bopblues.co.nz .

*************************
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Our next BOP Blues Club jam night for 2022 is scheduled to be held at the Rotorua Citizens
Club on Wednesday 2nd February. The evening will start from 7:30pm where full bar
facilities and a family friendly restaurant which is open from 6:00 pm are available. We
really hope to see you for another fabulous night of live music and entertainment.

*************************
Please keep yourselves well, safe, happy, and healthy and we look forward to seeing you
all again soon and we again thank you all for your continued support of the BOP Blues
Club.

Keeping Blues Music alive.
Regards,
“Humbucker Brother” Paul Verney

Bop Blues Club would like to thank our “Humbucker Brother” Paul for coming forward to
script this newsletter before his 3-month break…we wish him all the best and look
forward to his return .
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