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BOP Blues Club Newsletter August 2021 
 

Welcome, Welcome, and Welcome again one and all to another edition of BOP Blues Club 
News for 2021. Still so eagerly awaited by our league of fans from all around the World, (UK, 
South Africa, South America, Australia, Asia, The Netherlands, Canada, Chicago, USA, and 
Germany) New Zealand, Bay of Plenty and…Omokoroa. 

************************* 

A fabulous “Jam” night was again had at the Rotorua Citizens Club on Wednesday 4th 
August, with another good crowd in attendance and we would again like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the fantastic musicians, particularly those who travelled from out of 
town, our Club Members, our new Club Members, and other live music fans in attendance 
for making the night a truly memorable one.  

We took the opportunity to present one of our founding member Keith Garratt an Honorary 
Member Plaque making him an honorary life member. Keith has been a member since July 
2006, we thank him for all his wonderful knowledge of Blues Music and his dedication and 
support as a past committee member over the years to the Bop Blues Club. Our President 
Terry Oldham presented Keith with the Plaque before we started the Jam Night. 
Congratulations Keith! 

 

     

Rotorua’s well-known Lyndsey Sinclair & Keith Garratt duo 

 

************************* 
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Our regular attendee at the Club, Phil O, kicked off the jam night playing one of his lovely 
electric guitars and singing solo a trio of true traditional blues standards including “Tangled 
up in Blue” by Bob Dylan, “Highway 40 Blues” by Ricky Skaggs and then “Hand it Over” by 
Blues Man Keb Mo. Phil is a wonderful man and a great musician with a lovely voice, and we 
really enjoy having him continuing to start our jam nights in a true Blues style. Again, long 
may it continue. 

 

 

 

************************* 

 

We had our regular local band Theory 89 in attendance again who are fronted by our Club 
President Terry Oldham on guitar and vocals, his wife Deb Oldham on bass and vocals with 
Carolyn Scherger on drums. The band were joined on stage by talented vocalist and 
harmonica player Peter Archer who started their 4-song set singing “Got my Mojo Working” 
by the late great blues man Muddy Waters, followed by “Boom Boom” from another fallen 
USA Blues Legend in John Lee Hooker and then “When my Train pulls in” by Gary Clark Jnr. 
Terry was again in brilliant form, this time playing his unique and beautiful “Eros” Guitar 
with its clear Perspex body and hardwood neck. This guitar has a truly gnarly sound and was 
very well suited to the last song of the set, “Tush” by ZZ Top which was a bit of a tribute to 
Dusty Hill from the Texas Blues Rockers who recently passed, sung by yours truly. Their set 
was again very well received by the appreciative audience. 
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************************* 

 

Browndog and the Muttleys, were next to take to the stage made up of Brownie 
“Browndog” Brown on guitar and vocals, Lindy “The Muttley” Rooney on harmonica, Paul 
Hindrup on drums and “Lady” Di Riddel on percussion. Their 3-song set started with “Sweet 
Home Chicago” done Blues Brothers style then a Brownie original called “Afraid of Thunder” 
and finished with “Folsom Prison Blues” by the Man in Black himself, Johnny Cash. Another 
very solid performance from a great musical grouping of BOP Blues Club members and 
Committee members alike. 

 

 

 

************************* 

 

We were privileged indeed to have one of our musician friends travel up SH5 from Taupo to 
be with us on the night again. Tamati Cassidy sang and played electric acoustic guitar and 
was joined on stage by Lloyd Akroyd on bass guitar, Ali Morgan on lead guitar and Ian 
Hunia on drums. They played a 2-song set starting with “Midnight Special” by Creedence 
Clearwater Revival and followed up with “Stormy Monday Blues” by the late great blues 
man T-Bone Walker. We look forward to Tamati returning to grace us with his presence 
sooner rather than later as the BOP Blues Club is very appreciative of his continued support 
of the club, and he really is a rare talent. 
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 *************************    

 

The boys from Where’s Ray?? (Brent, lead guitar, Kevin, Rhythm guitar, Grant, bass guitar 
and Andrew on drums) travelled from Tauranga again to be with us on the night and with 
Augusta Smith on vocals performed a very polished 3 song set of tunes beginning with “No 
Particular Place to Go” by Chuck Berry. Kevin sang their next song “Copperhead Road” by 
Steve Earle playing his beautiful Mandolin and did an exemplary job of it too. Grant then 
took the microphone and sang their last song “Mary had a little Lamb” by the late blues 
guitar maestro Stevie Ray Vaughan, just fabulous stuff by the band again and we really do 
hope they make the short trip from Tauranga in the very near future to entertain us all once 
more. 

 

 

 

************************* 

 

With the recent passing of Dusty Hill, a founding member, songwriter, and bass playing 
vocalist from legendary Texan Blues Rock Trio ZZ Top, it was decided that a tribute to Dusty 
and the band was well in order. With Andrew Martin on vocals, Greg on lead guitar, Chris 
Duff on bass guitar and our very own Paul Hindrup on drums these guys played a nice 
raunchy set of tunes including “Tush”, “La Grange” and “Beer Drinkers and Hellraisers” in a 
true Southern Rock Blues style. Awesome talent and musicianship all round!! 
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 ************************* 

 

Our last act for the night was the young multi-talented local band Lo-Fi Lizard. Led by Ian 
Pirrie who is a guitar teacher, mentor, and tutor with The Lakes Performing Arts Centre 
here in Rotorua.  Ian played the lead electric guitar, and he was joined on stage by Tayla 
Paul on rhythm guitar, Andy on bass guitar, Oscar on drums and Dan Turkington on vocals 
and keyboards. They played an absolutely, knock-out 3-song set which comprised of “After 
Midnight” by J.J Cale, “No Good” by Kaleo and finished it all up with a fantastic version of 
“Yellow Ledbetter” by Seattle rockers Pearl Jam.  

What a totally awesome way to round out another successful BOP Blues Club jam night at 
the Rotorua Citizens Club and we do look forward to hosting an array of multi-talented 
people again in the months to come. 

 

 

 

 

************************* 

 

 

      Happy Raffle Winners       
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************************* 

 

       Our yearly BOP BLUES AGM was held on Wednesday 4th August at 5:30pm at the 
Rotorua Citizens Club prior to our August Jam Night. 

The meeting went well with the desired number of members present to action outcomes 
and we would like to take this opportunity to welcome well-known local musician Lloyd 
Akroyd to the Committee. Terry Oldham will be rolling over as Club President. Di Riddel was 
re-nominated as Club Secretary as was Bobby Howard as Club Treasurer. Noel Lamberton 
has taken over the role as Club Vice President which has sadly had to be vacated by Mike 
McMillan due to illness.  

 

Membership available from our website www.bopblues.co.nz . 

 

************************* 

 

               We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our friends, members and others 
who have kindly supported us in our fundraising efforts over the last few months. We are 
very, very grateful indeed for your continued support. 

 

           

 

Unfortunately, our September 1st JAM Night has been CANCELLED due to the latest COVID 
Level 4/3 Lockdown restrictions. Our next BOP Blues Club jam night will be held at the 
Rotorua Citizens Club on Wednesday 6th October (allowing for further Lockdown 
restrictions if in place) The evening will start from 7:30pm where full bar facilities and a 
family friendly restaurant which is open from 6:00 pm are available. We really hope to see 
you for another fabulous night of live music and entertainment. 

 

 

http://www.bopblues.co.nz/
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************************* 

 

Also due to the COVID level 3 Lockdown restrictions we have had to cancel our much-
anticipated QUIZ NIGHT that was scheduled for the 16th of September. The Committee has 
decided with keeping in mind safety of our members and audience to reschedule to 
Thursday 7th October with the evening starting at 7pm. Hopefully the country will be in 
level 1 by then… Please add that to your diaries for a fun filled night of great 

entertainment and to support a great cause            

 

 

 

************************* 

 

 

Please keep yourselves well, and safe, and we look forward to seeing you all again soon  
we thank you all for your continued support. 

 

Keeping Blues Music alive.  
 

 

Regards, 

“Humbucker Brother” Paul Verney 

 

 

 

 

 


