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Welcome, Welcome, and Welcome again one and all to another edition of BOP Blues Club 
News for 2021. Still so eagerly awaited by our league of fans from all around the World, (UK, 
South Africa, South America, Australia, Asia, The Netherlands, Canada, Chicago, USA, and 
Germany) New Zealand, Bay of Plenty and…Kawerau. 

What another great “Jam” night we had at our Club night for April 2021 at the Rotorua 
Citizens Club on Wednesday 7th April, and we would again like to thank all the fantastic 
musicians, particularly those who travelled from out of town, for making the night another 
truly memorable one. Also, a big “Thank You” for our fabulous photographs of the night 
from Murray Turner and Cheryle Everard. 

 

************************* 

 

We kicked off the night in April with our newcomer to the Club, Phil Oxenham who joined 
us for the second time and started off the night with two traditional Blues songs. The first 
being “Milk and Water” by Amos Millburn and the second by W.C Handy called “St. Louis 
Blue’s”. What was also great about Phil’s 2 song set was he told a little story about both 
songs, some background on the artist’s as well as the history behind the songs themselves. 

It was really a fantastic way to kick off the night and we really hope that Phil can join us on a 
regular basis as his musicianship is of a standard that suits our Club very well indeed. 
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Regular local band Theory 89 were made of just 3 members on the night with Club President 
Terry Oldham on guitar and vocals, his wife Deb Oldham on bass and Carolyn Scherger on 
drums. They performed a very solid 3-song set which kicked off with “Take me to the River” 
by Talking Heads, “Hard to Handle” by The Black Crowes” and rounded out with 
“Superstition” by Stevie Wonder. Another great performance by the band. Great 
entertainment as usual and we look forward to them performing with us again in the very 
near future. 

 

 

 

 

We were again very happy to have Tamati Cassidy join us from Taupo accompanied by his 
friend George Cook, also from Taupo. When asked by our MC Paul Hindrup what they were 
going to call themselves on the night Tamati said “I Dunno”, so “I Dunno” it was…ha-ha.  

They were joined on stage by Ali Morgan on bass, his brother Hirra Morgan on Saxophone 
and Christiaan Friis on drums. They started with a bit of a mix up between The Doobie 
Brothers “Long Train Running” that then ran into B.B Kings “Thrill is Gone”. Their second 
song was a mash up of some Blues songs with no real structure, but it worked magnificently 
Just a brilliant addition to the night and again, just a wonderful showing of musicianship. 
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We were again very happy to host vocalist Augusta Smith and her band “Where’s Ray” 
featuring Andrew on drums, Brent on lead guitar, Kevin on rhythm guitar and Grant on 
bass. “Love me like a Man” by Diana Krall and “Preacher Man” by Dusty Springfield were 
two of the songs performed and done in true style.  

Considering the band have only been together a short time the guys are playing very well 
together, and Augusta has a really great stage presence, and we thoroughly look forward to 
solidifying our friendship and building a working relationship with these guys moving 
forward. 

     

We were very, very honored indeed as a club to host the magnificent “Hybrid Blues” from 
Tauranga on the night. All five songs performed by the band were originals mainly written 
by front man Roy Hudson (rhythm guitar, vocals, and harmonica) which included “Control”, 
“Little Boat”, “Lifeline”, “Rich on Love” and “Ain’t got Time”. 

Roy is backed by a very talented line up of musicians, Mike Everard on lead guitar, Adam 
Pendred on bass guitar and Grant McCracken on drums and they were in turn joined on 
stage by our very own Di Riddel on percussion. Such a fantastic set of music that was 
thoroughly enjoyed by a large and appreciative crowd. 

As we were a little light on for bands on the night it was decided that we would a good idea 
to flesh out the evening with a bit of a “jam” with some of us musos in attendance. I jumped 
up and sang three songs “Hoochie Coochie Man” by Muddy Waters, “Roadhouse Blues” by 
The Doors and “Honky Tonk Woman” by The Rolling Stones and it was just great to be 
joined by club member Hartley on keyboards as well as fellow BOP Blues Club committee 
members Noel Lamberton on drums and Di Riddel on percussion. A real privilege for me 
personally to be able to share the stage with such talented people and a great way to round 
out another very successful jam night. 
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*************************** 

 

Thursday 25th March saw the BOP Blues Club host our very first Charity Quiz Night to help 
raise funds for the next Rotorua Blues Festival. It was a fun filled night and it was everything 
that we expected it to be with Quiz Masters Paul Hindrup and Noel Lamberton doing a 
grand job providing much humor to the proceedings.  

The Whiz Kid teams were also great with some of them coming dressed up in costume to 
heighten the experience of the night and it was a full house of tables of eight with some 
lovely, donated prizes from Volcanic Hills, Wingspan, Citizens Club, Bop Blues membership 
vouchers and Rotorua Musical Theatre up for grabs which were gratefully received. 

We also managed to raise a fair amount of money with the Silent Auction and are very 
thankful to the members and musicians that came forward with musical equipment for us to 
auction including items from the late Jim Parks kindly donated by his lovely wife Robyn. 
Other items donated by friends of the Club included artworks by Debbie Stewart, Ineke 
Smets, Mandy Jacobs and Claire Delaney and these items were again very gratefully 
received.  

We would also like to acknowledge the wonderful contribution made by the very talented 
local musician Lloyd Akroyd who provided entertainment on the night. Such a great 
performer…thank you very much Lloyd. 
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******************************** 

 

BOP Blues Club also held our very first Brunch Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Rotorua on 
Sunday 11th April to again help raise some funds for the next Rotorua Blues Festival, we had 
a great time doing it and felt it was a great PR effort with a lot of interest shown to the BOP 
Blues Club cause. We had Buddy Guy’s Radio streaming from Chicago during the day as well 

which added to the atmosphere of the “Blues” feel      … next one is planned for Saturday 8th 
May from 7:30am till 2pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our friends, members and others who 
have kindly supported us in our fundraising efforts over the last few weeks. We are very, very 
grateful for your support. 

 

 

***************************************** 
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REMINDER! $10.00 per person - DOOR Ticket special for Members and our dear musicians 
for Grant Haua Show!! 

 

 

 

*************************** 

 

Our next BOP Blues Club jam night will be held at the Rotorua Citizens Club on Wednesday 
5th of May from 7:30pm where full bar facilities and a family friendly restaurant (Open 
from 6:30pm) are all available and we really hope to see as many of you as possible for 
another fabulous night of live music and entertainment. 
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Please keep yourselves well, safe, and happy and we look forward to seeing you all again in 
the very near future. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Keep Blues Music alive.  

 

Regards, 

“Humbucker Brother” Paul Verney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*************************************** 


